Compost Outpost

Compost Outpost is a place where people of all ages can learn about
the importance of soil. Discover why compost is not a dirty word!

Healthy soil supports life on Earth. Soil contains the nutrients plants
need to grow. Healthy soil has air space. Plants help soil to stay
where it is. That's why scientists are concerned about soil erosion
and the loss of nutrients caused by plowing, clear-cutting of forests,
and urban development.

Dig into this quiz to learn more about the importance of composting.

1. Where does soil come from?
a) The auto mechanic
b) A dog that needs a bath
¢) Decomposed organic matter (plants, animals and other formerly living things) and weathered rock.

ANSWER: c - Soil forms over time through the breakdown of rocks as well as leaves and other organic matter.

2. How many living things inhabit a teaspoon of soil?
a) About 7 or 8
b) More than 6 billion
c¢) Almost 6,000

ANSWER: b — One teaspoon of soil can contain 6 billion microorganisms. That's the number of people on Earth!

3. Which of the following is true about soil?
a) It's extremely important for food production.
b) It has an argumentative attitude and spits dirt when it talks.
c) It's as deep as the Earth is thick.

ANSWER: a — Healthy soil is essential for growing most of the food we eat — from corn to broccoli to strawberries.

4. Which are soil problems that are happening all over the world?
a) Mudslides
b) Dust storms
c) Loss of growing potential of agricultural lands
d) All of the above

ANSWER: d — When land loses topsoil faster than the soil can be replaced, land loses its fertility. Soil is constantly
being moved by water, wind, and people. Changing land uses (such as clearing forested hillsides)
cause the extreme versions of those actions — mudslides and dust storms.

5. How long does it take for an inch of topsoil to be created?
a) Five hundred years
b) Ten years
c) One year

ANSWER: a - That's why it's important to protect our soils! Just think — 1 inch of topsoil has formed since Columbus!

6. Which of the following activities help stabilize soils?
a) Using more pesticides to kill bugs
b) Planting trees and ground cover on yards, vacant lots, hillsides, and streamside areas.

ANSWER: b — Plant roots do a terrific job of keeping soils in their place.
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Any way you look at it, composting is a great idea.
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